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GOOD SUMMER READING 


Note!- No essential books ranking as MUST BOOKS in this issue (fiction) - let's blame 


tt on the Summer let-down, and select these five as better-than-dverage Summer fare, 
for various tastes. 


July 3 
Myers, John Myers OUT ON-ANY LIMB Dutton 


Hey-ho for the days of Farnol and Hewlitt at their peak! Myers - today - 
is their nearest modern equivalent. The Harp and the Blade came ¢lose to recapturing 
their savor, without the hurdle of mediaeval language. Now, with another roistering 
full-blooded tale, Myers gives us adventure-romance, in the story of a gentleman at 
large, one Ingram Applegarth, in the days of Queen Elizabeth while Essex was in power. 
Once again, Myers spins a good lusty yarn, fast paced as to plot, full canvass of the 
open road, the taverns and the brothels, castles within and without, a story in the 
best of the picaresque tradition. He recounts the ways of thieves and murderers, he 
takes us to the fairs and the haunts of the underworld and the debtors’ prison; and he 
icts his youthful hero play the fool and the light-o-love and the stalwart gallant and 
the braggard. But in the end, his role is a fitting one, and he loses his love to 
another man, with but brief backward glance, as he and his fellow-adventurer, Giles, 
look forward to more of the kicks and rewards of fickle fortune. Not quite as satis-— 


fying as its predecessor, but good entertainment nonetheless. $2.50 
July 28 
Roberts, Cecil ONE SMALL CANDLE... Macmillan 


Continental, cosmopolitan, and with a high romantic aura, this is keyed to 
the Roberts' market, - good rentals, some sales. In two parts, this story of Charles, 
an attractive young Englishman who hits a tenstrike with his first play and goes to 
America, and to visit his aunt in Florida. She is a monstrous old bully, with her 
three spinster daughters and a neurotic son as living sacrifices. Only Laura, child 
of the one daughter who had defied her, escaped her tyranny, and Charles falls in . 
love with her. Too late he finds he has a rival - and leaves to lead a dissolute life 
in Europe, with a romantic episode with a Polish ballerina ended by a melodramatic 
finish. At the close, he and Laura meet again - her husband, knowing death is close, 
recognizes their love for each other and ends his own life for their sakes. Not up to 


Roberts' best - somewhat plush —- but will find a substantial market. $2.50 
July ?? 
Steedman, Marguerite BUT YOU'LL BE BACK Houghton, Mifflin 


Good for the ladies, this sentimental, affectionate (pleasantly so) tale 
of small town Georgia today. Women will like it - it is light, romantic, ingratiating. 
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Youthful Peter, ambitious to be a successful architect, thinks that he has no future in 
Thessaly, and goes off to New York, leaving Marion behind, just as her Aunt Cora had 
ai} been left behind a generation before. Aunt Cora has learned her lesson - and opens 
her eyes to what Thessaly has become, faded gentility and dilapidation, roses and 
antiques, and does a one-woman job of bringing it to life again. She establishes a 
home restaurant which achieves national fame; she markets home industries and home 
products; then fire threatens destruction of all she has accomplished, and Peter comes 


back to achieve ~- at home - the renown New York had failed to bring him. $2.50 
August-Ts- \, { 2 eae q/23 med 

Seghers, Anna THE SEVENTH CROSS Little, Brown 

° A remarkable picture of fear and pursuit, of inquisition and crucifixion 


in Nazi Germany, and of the little lives behind the lines. This story of George Heis- 
ler, one of seven to escape from a German concentration camp, is an impressive, har- 
rowing and powerful tale of flight, which is, externally, a manhunt, but cuts below 

the surface in its passions, its implications. One by one, six of the seven who have 
escaped are caught, and the whole hope of defiance is sustained by Heisler alone. His 
trail is followed from a school, to a church, to a doctor's office; from Leni, whom he 
had loved but who had married another man and who repudiates him, to Elly, whom he did 
not love but had married, to a whore; and finally to old friends, Paul and Liesfel, who 
eventually get him through to the underground. It is an intense and exciting story, 
per se; it is also a grim and compelling protest against a system. Perhaps not so 
widely popular as Escape, but geared for a similar market - a book it is well to waich - 


and to push. $2.50 
August 21 
é) 
Barnard, J. Lawrence THE LAND OF PROMISE Doubleday, Doran 
° Barnard's first book, Revelry by Night, - and now this second, both show 


him adept at that difficult genre of light love, in smart Metropolitan manner, with 
more substance than most, and with artful handling of characters that ring true as the 
sort of people it might be fun to know, with dialog that might-have-been. George and 
Abby, upper social bracket, count five years married and many more spoiled. George, 
honest, well-meaning, limited, sees the light when his brokerage house fails, and wakes 
to his social conscience, accepting a poorly paid'‘job working for China relief. Abby 
4 stays along for a time, tenement and all, and then, briefly, turns to an ex-beau, 
John, a main-chancer and a snob. George reciprocates in kind, but when the war breaks 
out and George enlists, they come together again. Likeable, believable, with a neat, 
smart finish. Rentals. ; $2.00 


PRCBLEMATICAL BOOKS - Fiction 
July 1 


Bayne, Spencer AGENT EXTRAORDINARY Dutton 


Dutton's is set for an all-out in their adding Spencer Bayne to their lic*, 
raising the price, and pulling Van Kill and his exploits extraordinary out of the thriit- 
er mart limited. This, for me, is the best of the Van Kill very special species, wiv. 
all the intricate ingenuity and less of the erudite trim. He moves into internation=i 
bigtime as he is sent over to Syria to impersonate an English archaeologist, King, ana 

& to find out .on what King had been working prior to his violent removal. With nine 
lives and as many languages, Van Kill and Yanni Mavromichali outwit and outrun two 
German penetrators, and a Syrian Mufti turncoat. On our side is Vicky, a young Engiisa 
widow, who marries the Mufti to make him buy British - and fails. International 
intrigue, de luxe. $2. 50 
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July 2 
Wylie, Philip THE OTHER HORSEMAN Farrar & Rinehart 


This was reported: originally in 11/15/41, when scheduled for post-Christ- 
mas publication. Now heading for July 2nd. "The famous Four Horsemen of the Apocal- 
ypse were accompanied by a fifth, Reality, but to Reality small heed was paid. Such 
is the symbol back of the story of Jimmy Bailey who returns from wartime England to 
his indifferent, isolationist western home town. Boycotted by his parents and their 
country club set of America Firsters, witnessing his younger brother deliberately 
cracking himself up to dodge draft, Bailey finds sympathy only in Corinth, with whom 
he has been working on poison gases, and in Audrey, who pursues him. Wylie is a 
versatile skilled hand in working a good bit of international innuendo into the media 
of a light, pop novel. He makes it smooth reading, convincing and absorbing, as 
Jimmy's brother and sister finally recognize the truth, a life is sacrificed to save 
a secret formula, and Jimmy stays in the United States to help the cause he endorses. 





Good rentals - above average." $2.00 
22 
July J® 
Riess, Curt HIGH STAKES Putnam 


A multi-plotted, overplotted story of espionage in New York, rooted in some 
recognizable incidents and others that might be real. Riess has recorded factually a 
great deal of isolationist-fifth column activity; this taps the same reservoir. Sprawl- 
ing, sporadic, involved, it concerns a Transatlantic News Agency, a German propaganda 
machine, a handful of killings, a suicide, sabotage, illict loves and the FBI's attem* 
to put a stop to all this. Jimmy Duncan, laissez faire alcoholic and reporter is re3- 
ponsible for the good work, and turns out - not too surprisingly - to be an FBI agent. 
He is helped by Barbara, an English agent, posing as a Nazi. Other high ranking of- 
ficials, professionals and killers make confusion worse confounded...He's better at 


non-fiction. $2.50 
23 

July | 

Wilgus, Asa TAD POTTER Duell, Sloan & Pearce 


Tad is a “prodigal son" and this is a story of family roots of cataclysms 
resulting in Tad's progress into virile, seasoned adulthood, etched against the New 
Hampshire countryside. There is something reminiscent of February Hill -of Thomas Beer's 
Mrs. Egg stories, in its blend of robust qualities and family solidarity. The pull of 
the life he really loves, ~ farming, maple sugaring, hunting, country parties, etc. - : 
bring Tad home to Jovian Mom, to quiet Pop, to wild Harriet and secretive Carrie - and 
to Inez, whom he loves, and who is ambitious for the bright lights. She lures him with 
dreams of New York and her acquiescence. He works to polish his speech, his manners, 
but she deserts him to go to the city with another-comes back to enflame him again, 
and is turned out by Mom. With the death of his parents, Tad finds himself in his de- 
cision to stick by his own kind, and by Lois, Inez' sister, far better attuned to the 
real Tad. $2.50 


July 24 


Terrell, John Upton _ PLUME ROUGE Viking 

This book makes a colorful panorama of the "pathfinders", who followed the 
trail blazed by Lewis and Clark, and contributes a new chapter in recounting the jour- 
ney of the first group made up of women as well as men. Elliot Steed, financier, was 
ambitious to found a permanent fur trading post in the disputed Northwest. He appoint- 
ed Julian as his emissary, but Benton McKenzie, veteran frontiersman, was chief of 
the expedition. This is no rose-colored picture of pioneering, but realism, spiced 
with the petty jealousies of men and women, the thwarted ambitions, sex problems, 
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disappointments, smallness, bigness and conflict of normal human emotions. The journ- 
ey by boat upstream from St. Louis, the fears of Indians, of rival traders, the dis- 
appointment when it was realized that a large part of the trip must be made on foot 
and horseback, overland, the crossing and recrossing of the trail of the expedition 

by others, briefly members of the expedition or in conflict with it. Multiplicity of 
characters and sub-plots, comtinuous dialog, often difficult to identify with the 
speakers, make it close and hard reading, with occasional high spots of description 


and a few - too few — brief bits of action. $2.75 
July 27 
Hardy, W. G. ALL THE TRUMPETS SOUNDED Coward, McCann 


The text of this book took me back to my Old Testament, and I reread 
Exodus, and parts of Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy, with keener appreciation and 
understanding. [I like this better than the author's Father Abraham. Hardy builds 
upon the Old Testament brief story of Moses’ youth in the court of Pharoah and half of 
his story follows the years in pagan Egypt, while he thought himself grandson of the 
Pharoah, and was mighty in his pride. Then comes his discovery that he is one of the 
hated Hebrew race, slaves of the Egyptians, and his expulsion. From this point Hardy 
holds more closely to the Bible narrative, tracing in more detail, Moses’ formative 
years with the desert tribe of the Kenites, his abortive attempt to free his people, 
his deepening realization that salvation must come from within, and his final success 
in achieving the escape of the Hebrews from their masters. This is - however —- not 
only a dramatic retelling of the more or less familiar story. It is, first, a vivid 
recreation of a period and people and a way of life; it is, next, a very human record 
of a very human figure, with his passions and his ambitions and his thirst for revenpe2 
and his deepening spirituality. I found 4t exceedingly good reading, rightly classed 
with Sholem Asch and Thomas Mann. $2.75 


July 29 
Fenton, Frank A PLACE IN THE SUN Random House 


Another of those books about an unfortunate, a dispossessed, written with 
some morbidity, some violence, and a certain vitagity. A spare, modern handling for 
the story of Rob, crippled at thirteen, angry, bitter, dissatisfied, who loafs around 
thinking about writing, and about women. The death of his mother and a small inher- 
itance makes possible his trip to California and the acquisition of a small beach 
house. There he meets Frances, cheap joint canary, with whom he falls in love and who 
turns from him to a band leader. A run-in of the band leader with Rob, the death of 
Frances, and dissolutionment and despair, as Rob returns to Ohio. Limited in appeal. 
P. L's wont like. $2.50 


July ??? 
Poore, Dudley & Flores, Angel FIESTA IN NOVEMBER Houghton, Mifflin 


A collection of characteristic - and with two exceptions, modern - Latin- 
American short stories and novelettes. One might define it as a volume which bears 
fair comparison with an O'Brien collection here, ~indicating trends, regional and na- 
tional qualities, etc. Nine South American countries and Mexico are represented, some 
of them by two or more stories. For the special quality and variety the following are, 
perhaps, indicative:- Fresta in November and The White Wind (argentina); Don Goyo 
(Ecuador); Country Girl (Columbia); Pilgrimage (Chile). Social aspects, hacienda life, 
coffee plantation life, cattle herding, religious viewpoint, an outdoor, masculine 
world;- these are typical of the collection as a whole. The two editors are well 
versed in their subject, and Katherine Anne porter has contributed an introduction, 
which stresses the differences between the Latin-American short story writers and those 
of the USA. Excellent translations. $3.00 
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August *# Wie} 
Basso, Hamilton SUN IN CAPRICORN Scribner 


Gilgo Slade is the concentrated essence of Huey Long, himself a caricature 
of a dictator in the making, whose personality still survives in Louisiana's rotten 
politics. The whole loathsome record of "Louisiana hayride" is fit subject for the 
satirist pen, and Hamilton Basso, speaking out of his knowledge of his native state 
and its people, draws the whole fantastic circus in a brief, fast-paced story of it 
can happen here. He has compressed the venality, the fantastic unreality and cruelty 
of the pattern into a quick build up and sudden death, against which is told a love 
story between a scion of an old parish family and a lovely unknown, both innocently 
framed to make capital for Gilgo Slade's peephole artists. Not an important milestone 
in Basso's career, but a clever bit of writing, and entertaining - if disturbing - 
reading. $2.50 


August 8 
Davis, Clyde Brion FOLLOW THE LEADER Farrar & Rinehart 


Read as a satiric picture of American business success, and it has its 
points. Read as a serious picture of little man making good, and it is a bore. From 
callow youth to a post in Washington's inner councils, our Charlie follows the glean, 
albeit sometimes unwittingly. He is a small mid-west town boy, with only a grammar 
school education, with a cipher for a father and a dominant mother, and with a flair 
for machinery that starts him via the bicycle-shop-garage-Henry Ford-agency route to 
success. He is inarticulate in his worship of the only girl, who marries another man. 
He is a mama's boy, until he gets fed up with it all and cuts the strings. He wins all 
the medals in the first world war, with an obvious application of a logical theory to 
eliminate a machine gun nest before it eliminates him. He climbs the ladder of success 
with a front created by a public relations guy who inflates him to their mutual peak 
of success. Davis has a facile pen and a tongue in cheek wit. But I felt this lacked 
the subtleties of his earlier work. $2.75 


August 11 ae 
Brand, Max DR. KILDARE'S TRIAL Dodd, Mead 


Our white-haired boy in white, young Kildare, making his bi-annual appear-— 
ance in one of the very best stories of a popular series. This time, Jimmy, happening 
on a street accident, makes a deadeye diagnosis, slaps down the hysterical and protest- 
ing victim, and insists on a street operation, to save her life. He achieves this end, 
meanwhile neglecting her broken leg for the time being. She is a dancer and brings 
suit of damages against Kildare and the hospital, and Kildare further jeopardizes his 
career by withholding evidence at the trial which might harm the girl's reputation. 

The case is almost lost when Gillespie appears, fillibusters, and vindicates Kildare's 


position without violating his trust. Very good rentals. $2.00 “ 
August-t& + iY 
Duffus, Robert L. VICTORY ON WEST HILL Macmillan 


Once again Duffus writes with character - and wry wit - of New England. 
Also, once again, he takes an idea, stays by it, but fails to make a novel out of it. 
Slight, light comedy, as the patriarch of the Hendricks family in Vermont, a fearless 
old codger, uses his own methods -with the help of the doctor-to bring them into 
line. There is the son, Lincoln, bent on wildcat schemes; there is the grandson, 
Bryan, butter, eggs and good cigars; there's great-grandson Pershing, a "Commie", and 


his sister Benita, gay and mocking. But the Ancestor, at 95, is the best of the lot. 
$2.50 
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August 21 
Greig, Maysie NO RETREAT FROM LOVE Doubleday, Doran 


On the edge of penny dreadful, this romance with current trappings. Penny's 
hands are tied in the matter of the marriage of her childhood companion- Alex - to 
glamorous cinema actress, Felicity Summers, but she takes care of their baby, is evac- 
uated with him to Hollywood, where she and Felicity tangle over an English film star, 
and it takes a gossip columnist to set things straight when Alex turns up, and Penny 
is free to find her love in a bombed English town. Rental tripe. $2.00 


Mason, A. E. W. MUSK AND AMBER Doubleday, Doran 


He still can spin a yarn, can A.E.W. Mason; this is the story of a strange 
crime, a strange punishment. Julian, youthful heir to a great name, a great fortune 
and a house in 18th century England, is cheated of his birthright by a jealous half- 
sister and her cousin-paramour. But Julian survives, accepts the identity foisted upon 
him, as child of Italian fisherfolk, and - while taking advantage of the opportunity 
for a musical career which a glorious voice affords him, secretly dedicates his life 
to a pattern of revenge. In this aim he is almost foiled by the jealousy of a fellow 
musician, who makes his life forfeit on a trumped up charge, in politics ridden Venice. 
But he escapes, aided by an elderly Englishman, longtime family friend, who recognizes 
him and keeps his secret, and more by good luck than good management, he escapes from 
Venice, and eventually gets to England, where he carries out his revenge, slays his 
successor in a duel, and leaves intact the sanctity of the name and place he loved. 
Melodrama, a novel of atmosphere and adventure; old school. $2.50 


CRIME PAYS 


July 13 
Venning, Michael THE MAN WHO SLEPT ALL DAY Coward, McCann 
. Bright idea and good characters make for an entertaining tantalizer, as a 


badly assembled houseparty goes mute about the murdered brother of their host. There 
are flashbacks to the reasons that keep them quiet, the truth of the secrets the dead 
man holds, and, just as each is about to disclose the killing, the host is murdered 
and a new climax provided. Neat. $2.00 
July i4 
Vv 
Halliday, Brett THE CORPSE CAME CALLING Dodd, Mead 


Much mauled, mutilated, Floridian Mike Shayne gets further pushed around 
as he bucks the FBI in a spy murder and evidence hunt. The questionable motives of 
Shayne's holdout are vindicated when he twists the case in a new direction. On the 


merry-go-round again with Phyllis, Gentry and Painter... Good toughie. $2.00 
July 23 
Campbell, Alice RINGED WITH FIRE - Random House 


Mystery, and much espionage, which doesn't come off as well as her straight 
of last year - No Murder of Mine. A corpse in the attic of Persis Grant's lodging 
house leads Persis, and her employer, Chantrey, of the Ministry of Domestic Security, 
to investigate. Two murders of nonentities, a ring of refugees - true and false, and 
Persis's near demise lead up to a plot to set London burning. Active - but flat. 
$2.00 
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Gruber, Frank THE BUFFALO BOX Farrar & Rinehart 


Simon Lash and his penchant for American history, satisfactorily entangled 
in the Donner Party descendants, inheritance murder and melodrama. Heir trouble, with 
Lash at cross purposes with all suspects and clients and plenty of details about Don- 
ner Party history make this treasure-criminal hunt reading that snaps along. 


Gruber fans can count on sustained pace. $2.00 
August 7 
MacDonald, William Colt BOOMTOWN BUCCANEERS Doubleday, Doran 


Grade A as former Texas Rangers Jenkins and Peters avenge murder and wipe 
out corruption that comes in the train of a railroad's need for a right of way.$2.00 


Millar, Margaret THE DEVIL LOVES ME Doubleday, Doran 


Unconcerned, amusing adventure of Dr. Paul Prye, whose marriage is forced 
to wait on the solution of a triple killing in Toronto. Morally questionable charac- 
ters lightly handled in Prye's crossing swords with Inspector Sands, and a money chase 


successfully terminated with the killer's apprehension. For sophisticates. $2.00 
August 17 

Chandler, Raymond THE HIGH WINDOW Knopf 

* Tight, bright tale which brings back Philip Marlowe, private detective, 


who is hired to find a missing coin. California the setting for a complex chain which 
leads back to a former suicide (murder), and develops three new killings, blackmail, 


and counterfeit. Hammett derivative, tough, tense, and fine fare. $2.00 
August 21 
Boniface, Marjorie VENOM IN EDEN Doubleday, Doran 


Mexican border for successful sleuthing by Sheriff Odom of a two corpse 
mystery, further entangled by family rifts, an uncommunicative Army Officer, a bed- 
ridden widow, her shy stepson, bitter stepdaughter, chip on the shoulder nurse, shoot- 
ing, poison, and hints of subversive activities. Aimless red herrings keep the yarn 
only adequate. $2.00 


Perdue, Virginia THE CASE OF THE FOSTER FATHER Doubleday, Doran 


Unsavory set-up of a scientist who has adopted seven children for experi- 


' mental purposes, and whose contemplated adoption of an eighth at high cost, leads to 


his death. Eleanora Burke, amazonian lady copper, has plenty to choose from in the 
group of foster children who include a Chinese girl, a delinquent, a moron, etc. but 


does not stall a second murder. Unpleasant. $2.00 
September CHa wre l 
Christie, Agatha THE MOVING FINGER Dodd, Mead 


A small English village the scene of a poison pen story, with one apparent 
suicide, one murder, for Miss Marple to sleuth. Working quietly in the background, 
using her understanding of village psychology to get results, she does so. And 
there's a double romance in the offing. Not her best - but good. $2.00 
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MUST BOOKS 
July 8 


Burman, Ben Lucien MIRACLE ON THE CONGO John Day 
Report from the Free French Front 


There is no phase of the war more fraught with emotional problems for the 
armchair strategist than this of the Free French. Unfortunately, too few people, speak- 
ing with the authority of ignorance, have had access to factual information as to what 
they have done and where and how, what they stand for, what they can and could contri- 
bute to the cause of democracy, and to what extent they represent the opinion of the 
enslaved French today. Ben Burman, through close personal study and observation on 
the ground, over a period of many months, tells the story of the Congo front, head- 
quarters of the movement, scene of France Fighting - with sections devoted to adjacent 
fronts, - Syria, Transjordan, etc. The book is a powerful indictment of Vichy and an 
appeasement policy. Burman discusses the Vichy policy, its leaders and what it stands 
for, the feebleness of its advocacy of a liberated France. Opening and closing chap- 
ters sum up Burman's reasoned approach to his advocacy of De Gaulle as the military 
(and for the time being the only actual) leader of the Free French everywhere. The 
body of the text, brief and dramatic as it is, focuses on his personal experiences at 
Brazzaville, headquarters settlement, jungle waterways via sidewheeler and dugout, by 
car across the desert to the Camel Corps outpost, a camel journey to the frontier 
oasis, Syria immediately after the lightning victory of the Free French and British, 
and Transjordan, bridge from Africa to Asia, and headquarters of today's Lawrence of 
Arabia, "The Pacha" (Major John Bagot Glubb). Colorful, dramatic, full of human inter- 
est, and fired with a passionate and yet sufficiently objective analysis of the import- 
ance of the movement to the democratic world. Jf found it fascinating and challenging 


reading, and recommend it unreservedly, both for style and content. $1.75 
a wa 
July 24 304 lO ° 

Van Loon, Hendrik Willem VAN LOON'S LIVES Simon & Schuster 


This book is a sure best seller (1) because of the success of the author's 
previous books in not dissimilar vein (The Story of Mankind, Van Loon'’s Geography, 
etc.); (2) because of the refreshing originality of conception and execution, which 
takes it completely out of the category of a group of biographies of famous people. 
Hats off to the idea, even though it may put off some readers who prefer their bio- 
graphy straight. He conceives the plan of a series of dinners, given at his ancestral 
home in the old village of Veere, on the Dutch coast, before the war, but during the 
period when the rumblings cf Hitler are beginning to be heard. He and a friend choose 
a motley array of guests from the other world, starting with Erasmus, who serves as 
Greek chorus to the entire panorama; they invite people they would like to have known, 
heroes of history and literature; they set in opposition to each other, great figures 
who had - in life - been at violent odds; they even choose some guests for their degree 
of unpleasantness. And the outcome? Van Loon has a chance to run the gamut of his 
gifts:- he inserts rather rambling but delightfully human biographical notes, done for 
the enlightenment of his less scholarly fellow host; he interjects personal comments on 
the relation of his subjects to the world today; he gives them their proper settings, 
in their own worlds; he plans appropriate banquets to make them feel at home, and yet - 
now and again - to pique their interest in modern customs. The dinners themselves 
give his guests a chance to reveal their true selves, to talk - sometimes of the past, 
sometimes of the present chaos. In the final analysis, the reader has a sense of hav- 
ing shared with Van Loon a personal and more intimate knowledge and acquaintance with 
such characters as George Washington and William of Orange, Descartes, Voltaire, 
Beethovan, Cervantes and Shakespeare, Emerson, Queen Elizaeeth and the Empress Theo- 
dora, Robespierre and Torquemada, Dante and Leonardo, Montaigne and Rabelais, Emily 
Dickinson and Chopin, and final and favorite guest, Thomas Jefferson. Over 100 illus- 
trations. $3. 
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We Think These Something Special 


Ben Robertson's RED HILLS AND COTTON (Knopf) which might have a LANTERNS ON THE LEVEE 
sale; and Belle Benchley's MY FRIENDS, THE APES (Little, Brown). See below. 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS - Non-fiction 


Suly 2077 17 


Fairbairn, Capt. W. E. GET TOUGH! Appleton-Century 


This title is misleading - for this is a book for the Commandos (by one of 
them), and other hand-to-hand fighting groups. (Not a book on physical conditioning, 
which the title suggested to me.) The author was former Assistant Commissioner of the 
Shanghai Police and is now an officer of the British Commandos. This is a handbook on 
hand to hand fighting, as taught to his Majesty's forces, Commandos, parachute troops, 
Home Guard, and to the U. S. Marine Corps units stationed in Shanghai in 1927-40. 
Simple but terrible methods, predicated on the assumption that if you don't kill or 
capture you will be killed or captured. Practice is essential - but there's warning 
against possible lethal outcome if too thorough. The text covers types of holds, pro- 
tection, ways of securing prisoners, etc. etc. Current interest material, by an ex- 
pert who has been loaned to us and is now teaching.closecombat to instructores of the 
U. S. armed forces. Value indicated for civilians, with suggestions as to how to 
choose the methods adapted to your needs and aptitude. A number of years ago jiu- 


jitsu was a fad. Here is its modern successor. $1.00 
July 8 
Schacher, Gerhard HE WANTED TO SLEEP IN THE KREMLIN Reynal & Hitchcock 


Dr. Jan Masaryk introduces this book about the Russo-Nazi conflict. It is 
an interesting, if not wholly new, examination of the war-Russian strength and the 
German weakness, written by a European student and interpreter. He shows how Hitler 
was impelled by the Junker generals to make the 1939 pact with the country he had 
wanted to attack; how Hess was sent to England by Hitler to buy off Britain so as to 
give Hitler a free hand in Russia, and how this plan miscarried; how Hitler went 
through with his plans against Russia despite the Junkers; how Hitler underestimated 
Russia's strength and the Russian spirit. Analysis of Russian strategy and leadership. 
And finally, discussion of the second front, which he believes is essential to victory. 
Sometimes his optimism seems wishful thinking - let's hope he is right. Good, but not 
outstanding. — $2.00 


July 9 
Price, Willard JAPAN RIDES THE TIGER John Day 


In January 1938 we reported Children of the Rising Sun as a “convincing 
analysis of why Japan has to reach out, by what steps, the inevitability of her almost 
immediate success, and a certain value of Japan as overlord...Authentic inside picture 
of Japan's steps to preparedness...Almost wholly new is the picture of Japan's equator- 
ial empire of Micronesia, new and terrifying as providing a big stick not only over the 
Philippines but over Australia as well..." The publisher reports this new book as in- 
cluding substantial sections of the previous volume, brought up to date. But close 
reading reveals it as no "scissors and paste job" but subject matter reappraised, 
viewed from the viewpoint of what Japan has achieved and what she hopes to achieve. 
Gone is any hint of "a certain value of Japan as overlord" sensed in the earlier book. 
Korea is evidenced as example of the disaster of her overlordship. Still there is the 
terror ~- now realized - of her equatorial empire, with greater detail than most readers 
have found elsewhere. Sell as a new book, 2 vital survey, an important and micro- 
scopic view of our enemy by an expert. ; $2.50 
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July "x4 
Holmes, Harry N. STRATEGIC MATERIALS AND NATIONAL STRENGTH Macmillan 


For laymen and business man, a clarification of priorities, of what to 
expect as far as can be seen ahead, a topical handbook explaining the shortages of 
materials essential to national defense. Thirty raw materials are listed, and there 
are chapters on rubber, metals, explosives, gases, gas and lubricants, foods, fibres, 
vitamins, household equipment, and abundances. There is information as to where these 
materials come from and what they are used for, what the substitutes are, what con- 
servation is possible. He pleads for permanent strategic safety stock piles of es- 
sential materials for the post-war U. S. $1.75 


July 15 
Ayling, Keith CALLING ALL WOMEN Harper 


This takes up where Margaret Culkin Banning's Women for Defense left off. 
It is a complete survey of what women can do in today's war, at home, on the land, in 
industry, in defense. The uses, functions, training and opportunities in each type of 
work whether in Civilian Defense, National Red Cross, A.W.V.S., U.S.0., Mechanical 
Services, Protective Services and home jobs. Some will find it a bit irritating with 
its super-glorification of us gals and its boom boom gusto, but - for its purpose - 


it is good enough. y laa $2.00 
Grady, James P. & Hall, Milton HOW TO DICTATE BETTER LETTERS Harper 


This book serves two main purposes:=- it is a good analysis and how-to-do- 
it for executives and prospective executives; it is a good general survey for training 
directors whose job includes teaching subordinates to "dictate better letters". Many 
of the old cliches go by the board, the formalities and inanities of the business 
school and stenographic handbook formulas are shown up for what they are worth and the 
reverse. Basic factors of writing good business letters, form, usage, grammar, punc-— 
tuation, choice of words, introduction and conclusion, a linking of purpose and con- 
tent, an avoidance of stilted forms and circumlocutions, stressing six fundamentals:- 
completeness, conciseness, clarity, correctness, appropriate tone, neatness. Good 


office handbook. Excellent for business schools, etc. $1.50 a 
July 16 | A LAT I< 

Lee, Jennie THIS GREAT JOURNEY Farrar & Rinehart 

* In his introduction William Shirer calls Jennie Lee an "English key woman". 


This is her autobiography. At 24 she was a member of the House of Commons, represent- 
ing the Independent Labor Party (the left wing of the party). Self-made, daughter of 
a Scots. mining family, brought up in Fife, and dedicating her life to an attempt to 
change conditions which she knew at first hand. Charming description of a childhood 
that was often far from charming, with evidence of early awareness of local labor 
problems, which expanded to include national controversies when she managed to acquire 
an Edinburgh University education. She went to Ireland to help strikers, she taught 
school, she followed closely the industrial unrest of the ‘20's, she went to the House 
of Commons for three years, she toured America, talked to laborers, went to Canada, 
Austria, Russia, Spain. Marriage to a Welshman. And a new type of career opening up 
under Beaverbrook, when the war came. She does not pull her punches when it comes to 
criticism of things English, past and present; she expresses definite views on all 
aspects of labor legislation; she evaluates the new alignments arising from issues to- 
day and tomorrow; she reflects a contagious affection for people everywhere that gives 
the book a bracing quality. There are big names here, with her personal appraisals. 
For all its absorption with social problems, the book has a holding quality and is a 
unique expression of faith. $2.50 i 
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July i6 


Miksche, F. C. ATTACK Random House 
t 


A textbook on the new type of warfare, written by a Czechoslovakian of- 
ficer who has fought on several of the freedom battlefronts and who presents, for the 
military expert, the "principal questions of modern tactical science". With Spain the 
laboratory, with France the proving ground, the vital points of Hitler's warfare are 
discussed:- offense, with surprise, speed and superiority as its cardinal points; the 
various weapons and tactics of offense; the thrust and pocket tactics, infiltration, 
transport problems, use of the air arm, the panzer division, combat teams, artillery. 
Defense, with depth as its weapon of greatest power, .islands of resistance, web de- 
fense, counter-attack. The translator, an English officer, calls this the first 
"complete book on the Nazi type of warfare". Illustrated with 34 graphic illustra- 
tions, diagrams, charts. Indexed. $2.50 


Ghia” 
Juty-2#1 ght 9 pio 
Winn-Smith, Alice B. THRIFTY COOKING FOR WARTIME Macmillan 


It's thrifty all right, tut it's pretty plain home cooking, from boiled 
fowl to boiled custard. I found it dull, monotonous, unimaginative, unalluring (and 
I'm a pushover for cookbooks). She goes through the routine categories, taking a 
few basic recipes, and appending a list of "thrifty changes” for variety. Give me 
M.K.H. Fisher who serves up her dishes enticingly in How To Cook a Wolf. But = to 
the dime a dozen American housewives, I suppose this will be useful. $1.25 


Griffin, Lt. Col. Robert H. Ed. SCHOOL OF THE CITIZEN SOLDIER Appleton-Century 


There is - in this war - a general educational course required of all 
personnel, officers and enlisted men of the Second Army. This is the text of the 
lectures, now available in published form for the first time (previously only a few 
mimeographed copies were issued). Not only has it value for the men themselves, who 
want a permanent record of the course, but in one volume, is an amazingly successful 
job of compressed history, foreign policy, geographic foundations of world trade and 
our stakes in this war. The second half of the book deals with the armed forces, 
organization, function, weapons, branches. Closing chapters cover the armies of our 


Opponents, and the use of propaganda in total war. $3.00 
4 
July ;-.. 
Condliffe, J. B. AGENDA FOR A POST WAR WORLD Norton 


One of the season's dullest titles for a really important and stimulating 
book, so don't let it down you. Sell it in conjunction with the Carr book (P. 251), 
Conditions of Peace, to be published July 7th. For here is an American contribution, 
along not dissimilar lines, and more directly applicable to the immediate problems 
all thoughtful people recognize. He, too, advocates an interim period of control, 
not only internationally, but internally, to mitigate the disastrous results of a 
shift back to peace operation. Peace must be politically hard, economically generous. 
Experts on financial and economic internal needs of the warring countries must be pre- 
pared to take hold; efficient governments must be sustained or restored. The real 
costs of the war, to everyman, must be faced - painful sacrifice and difficult ad- 
justment. Labor and capital must be kept mobile, prices and costs controlled, through 
a period of economic transition. There must be a flexible and mutual balancing of 
international payments, an extension of wartime collaboration to permanent collabora- 
tion, universal economic collaboration, and limitation of national sovereignty. He 
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points out the dangers of regional limitations, illustrating from the mistakes of the 
last "peace". He indicates the lines of social security that must be considered, - 
national minimum income, socialization of public utilities, agricultural protection, 
commodity controls, new nutrition level, elimination of reactionary elements from gov- 
ernment and seats of power. He points out the difficulties of demobolization, the 
need of employment control, of multilateral trade agreements, of sustaining credit, of 
balanced taxes. He then goes on to international problems, the extension and inter- 
pretation of the lease-lend act, the problem of reparations versus reconstruction, 

the acceptance of the payment in goods and services; and the other side of the picture 
in the contribution we must make of loans, technical aid, refugee settlement, new 
frontiers of investment, freer trade under political control. In final challenge he 
points out the responsibility of power in the post-war world...I‘ve ventured to 
summarize this book in this detail because I feel it is of vital importance that the 
layman read and ponder constructive analyses of post-war planning. Vice President 
Wallace, in the already famous speech (see page 280) calls this a people's war. It 
must - too -— be a people's post-war world. Condliffe has made a real contribution to 


better understanding of the problems involved and possible solutions. $2.50 
July 29 
Mears, Helen YEAR OF THE WILD BOAR Lippincott 


An American Woman in Japan 


An intelligent, observant and extremely inquisitive free lance writer re- 
cords her 1935 stay in Japan (Tokyo, Hokkaido and Kamakura)- Her curiosity took her 
into awkward situations, but her friendship with an English writer, a three-year re- 
sident, helped her to clearer understanding of a Great Power living in an age of 
nature gods, of the fantastic, unreal quality of the country and the people. An in« 
teresting interpretation, based on personal research and explained in human terms, 
as she talks with all sorts of people - a perceptive, critical portrait. She likes - 
and dislikes - and she points up her interpretation to current news, so one has a 


sense of this being contemporary afterthoughts. $2.75 
auguereel” 2 
White, John W. ARGENTINA The Life Story of a Nation Viking 


A thoughtful picture of the important youngest South American republic, 
of decidedly current interest and worthy of study. It is solid history and interpre- 
tation of political, economic, social and ethnical aspects of Argentina. The author 
was for many years a New York Times correspondent in Argentina, and has also served 
in the consular service. He makes an effort to clarify for the North American the 
specific problems of Argentina,- why the population iswhite rather than mestizo, 
whence its economic leadership, why its isolationist character, what is the future of 
Democracy there, to what extent it is Fascist. He traces its history, its milestones 
of progress, its present day status and issues, the differences between Argentina and 
the U. S. He shows the record of foreign penetration, the foreign policies, the 
British and American influences, the German and Italian influences, the whys of 
Argentian dislike of the U. S. and the ways we can collaborate. Good staple. $3.75 


August & Ww: 
Blankenship, Russell AND THERE WERE MEN Knopf 
* The Northwest,- bluff, indigenous and absorbing material, which fits into 


the same market as such series as American Folkways, Rivers of America, etc. Not 
confined to Pacific area, but covers Idaho and Montana, tapping their folklore. 
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Tales, tall but true, of some of its early characters. A rough, diversified country, 
which was never "all singing and roses", but which gave men a chance denied them 
elsewhere, fostering individualism and initiative at any cost. Here they are, red 

men like Smohalla, the primitive mystic, and Joseph, the great war leader; men of 

God like Davies, "the Walla Walla Jesus", and Keil, who instigated a Utopia of 
Christian Communism at Aurora; bad men, like Bill Potter, the squaw man who was handy 
with a gun; like Ferd Patterson, lady killer, and Boone Helm, desperado. The book 
closes with two profiles of early mining towns, Idaho City, which lives on, and Silver 


City, where hope is dead. yively, humorous, dramatic. $3.00 VA 
August 3 
Bowen, Elizabeth BOWEN'S COURT Knopf 


From contemporary documents, family records, legend, Elizabeth Bowen has 
reconstructed the biography of her ancestors, and of Bowen's Court, Cork County, Ire- 
land. Care, affection and reverence have gone into this recreation of generations 
typical of their times and their class, Anglo-Irish gentry of means and traditions. 
Exclusive in interest as it may be, much of it is rewarding reading, even beyond the 
fine portraiture and tasteful writing. Behind the personal record is a record of 
Ireland over several centuries, the perpetual, persistent struggle for freedom, the 
great religious controversies, the famine, etc. Outstanding in a long list of Bowens 
were three,- Henry I, whose apparition was to haunt his wife and who won the land by 
a hawk's flight; Henry III, who built the grandly conceived, bare, Italianate house; 
Henry VI, her grandfather, a forceful, hard man. A fine piece of work, somewhat spec- 
ialized in appeal. (Lacks the popular appeal of The DuMauriers). $3.50 V 


Taubes, Frederick YOU DON'T KNOW WHAT YOU LIKE Dodd, Mead 


A book designed to give the everyday art appreciator a real basis for his 
appreciation, written by a teacher and painter who believes that there are certain, 
fixed principles by which one should judge art. An interesting intelligent analysis 
of what makes a good picture is the result. Quality, texture, brush strokes, contours, 
color, chiaroscuro, composition, design, subject matter, originality,- all components 
of the brief survey of styles in painting, types of painters, modern trends, and the 
business side of art. Fully illustrated, both with anecdote and with reproductions 
of works under discussion. $3.00 


Lillard, Richard DESERT CHALLENGE Knopf 


Good reading, this large scale, bright colored mural of Nevada, that is a 
robust, friendly state history. The panorama is all inclusive, from praise to blame, 
from geology to personalities, from headline notoriety of divorce, gambling, low 
taxation, to patient determined experimentation; from daring pioneers to modern econ- 
omic opportunities; from issues to incomes; from local scandals to local heroes, and 
cs and on. There are the dead towns, the prospectors, the mines, there is the Grand 
Coulee Dam, there are old and new forms of travel; there are ranches, railroads; there 
is Nevada's long period as a "colony of the U.S.A.". There's Reno and Las Vegas, 
Virginia City and Goldfield. There's drought and survival, epics and anecdotes, and 
all the extremes that distinguish this state. $4.60 or $5.00 
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August 17 
Robertson, Ben RED HILLS AND COTTON Knopf 
° One might call this a rhapsodic saga of a family and a place, formless, 


timeless, beautifully written. The family is Robertson's own; the place, the Blue 
Ridge section of South Carolina; the War runs through the book as it did through their 
lives - only the wars that are lost are never forgotten, and his earliest memories are 
those of sitting on his grandfather's porch, listening to tales of battle, heroism and 
the hated Sherman, The pattern forms as he writes:- through family traditions, conver- 
sations with Negroes and tenant farmers, an occasional old letter. He sums up the es- 
sence of the book:- "We are farmers, all Democrats and Baptists, a strange people, com- 
plicated and simple and proud and religious and family-loving, a divorceless, Bible- 
reading, murdersome lot of folks, rich in ancestry and steeped in tradition and emotion-— 
ally quick on the trigger...We are the Southern Stoics." Less glamorous but with 


somewhat the appeal of Lanterns on the Levee. $2.50 
August 19 

Benchley, Belle J. MY FRIENDS, THE APES Little, Brown 

* My Life in a Man-Made Jungle was.one of our favorite books. Everyone who 


read it - so far as I could discover - shared our enthusiasm. But the book failed to 
click. Maybe this may have a wider sale, for there is almost a cult of enthusiasts 
who may not like other animal books but like books about apes. And maybe this will 
help put the first book back in the running. Here's a tip to the adventurous book- 
seller. When a customer asks for something "pleasant, different, not about the war, 
and not an historical novel either" - why not do a real job of selling the idea of 
reading something of this sort instead of an innocuous novel of no permanent value? 
After which digression - here goes. Mrs. Benchley tells fascinating, heartbreaking, 
beguiling tales about her "friends, the apes", - from the tiny spider monkeys to the 
awe-inspiring gorillas. She would have us respect them as animals with a high grade 
intelligence, not as low-grade half-humans. She writes with ease, humor, sympathy. 

$3.00 

August 20 


Ray, Marie B. DOCTORS OF THE MIND: The Story of Psychiatry Little, Brown 


Deliberate popularization of mental pathology, its history, progress and 
treatments, which contains a good deal of fascinating, little known material. One 
has a feeling that the author has given stress according to her interest in - or the 
dramatic interest of - the material, rather than its medical importance. She starts 
with the story of the evolution of the brain, the discovery of its functions, the 
pathfinding of Paul Broca; then on to the work of the late 19th century when Mesmer, 
a true scientist, and Charcot, a charlatan, laid the foundations of psychiatry. After 
the war Freud brought psychiatry into its own. Brief treatment of his successors and 
new theories; more extensive detail on the physiological handling of insanity, of 
Wagner-Jauregg and paresis, of Sakel and his insulin shock treatment, of electricity, 
of glandular injections, and so on. Told in the vernacular, this concentrates a good 


deal of dynamic medical discovery into form for popular consumption. $3.00 
August 28 
Melvin, A. Gordon THINKING FOR EVERY MAN John Day 


More to it than to many of these self-help books, this is some thinking 
about thinking, written by a progressive educator and popularizer, to stimulate the 
layman into greater activity. The importance of thinking, its physiology, how one 
can improve it; various methods of thought, images, reading, writing, ideas, problems. 
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Various types of thought, meditation, logic, creative thinking. Then at the close, 


@) excursions into higher thought with the samples of Oriental parallels, with symbols. 
} A liberal use of analogy and anecdote do not quite counteract a certain pulpit manner 
which is not quite right for the how-to-do market. $2.00 


September ?? \\ 


Gray, Wood THE HIDDEN WAR: The Story of the Copperheads Viking 


This sub-title is misleading, for The Hidden War is much more than the 
story of the Copperheads. It is a record of isolationism, sectionalisnm, pacifism, 
defeatism, appeasement, guerilla warfare and moves for a negotiated peace — during 
the Civil War. "There is nothing new under the sun". A book of interest and value 
primarily to thorough students of the period, for in meticulous detail, armed with 
Statistics, quotations from contemporary source material, and so on, the author 
marshals the disquieting story behind the story, of bitter political wrangling, of 
cross purposes, feuds, jealousies and dislike of the President, of dissatisfaction 
and the operation of the war, of discontent with the Washington set-up, of treachery, 
of regional disruption as threat after threat came from Middle West and Far West of 
further breaks with the Union. There were secret societies on all fronts, with the 
Copperheads the best known, but the Sons of Liberty and the others contributing to 
discord and stripe. There was vituperative journalism, north, south and west. There 
was disaffection in the field, desertion, repression and purges in army and in politi- 
cal life. A study that needed to be done -but hardly keyed to a popular market.$3.75 





Late Arrivals - Of Immediate Interest 





Benet, Stephen THEY BURNED THE BOOKS Farrar & Rinehart 


The script of the radio skit done on the anniversary of the burning of the 
books - May 10th, 1933. Nationwide acclaim and demand for it in printed form is an- 
swered by this issue of one of the most vital verse dramas Benet has given us. The 
scene is laid in the afterworld; the characters are writers, most of them condemned 
by the Nazis, all standing for the things Nazism is destroying. The narrator tells 
what is heppening to intellectual life in Nazi controlled countries., with interrup~ 
tions by a Nazi voice and recurrent comments by the ghosts of the intellectuals. A 


dramatization of the significance of Naziism in the world of mind and thought. 
(6/18) 


ee 





$. 50 














THE PRICE OF FREE WORLD VICTORY L. Be Fischer 





Wallace, Henry A. 





A clear restatement of purposes and objectives - a creed for the common 
man -— the first time that any public man in a key position has placed this war in its 
true perspective against the 150 year struggle for freedom. This speech of Vice Pres- 
ident Wallace is being hailed by liberals everywhere as of definite importance in 
formulating the policy of the USA in a post war world. Wallace sees this as a people's 
war, waged so that the people's revolution may continue. The Four Freedoms are the 
core of this revolution; to achieve them we must rally all forces for total war and 
total peace. Imperialism - of all kinds - must go. He sees other revolutions (the 
French, the Russian) as steps in the greater revolution for freedom of man, partial 
truths and a step towards fuller consciousness and higher organization. Of the speak- 
er, Dorothy Thompson says, " A hard clear streak of Biblical righteousness in Henry 


Wallace. With it goes humaneness and mercy.". Available in quantities in paper, $.25 
Cloth $.75 












Lips, Eva REBIRTH IN LIBERTY Flamingo Press 





All who read Savage Symphony will read with interest this story of what 
happened next - after Eva Lips and her husband, the famous anthropologist, left Nazi 
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Germany. We follow them through their patient struggle to find a place in their new 
homeland. In New York and Washington, among whites and blacks, educators and great 
jurists and plain people, we find them rediscovering liberty and friendship and faith. 
We share their experiences in scientific research, in social contacts, in the baffling 
struggle for citizenship. After the bite of Savage Symphony this is almost Pollyanna- 
ish in her admiration for the United States. The women she adores, the men she ad- 
mires, the liberty she cherishes are expressed on almost every page. A first book on 
the list of a new publisher. $3.00 


Haynes, Williams & Hauser, Ernst A. RATIONED RUBBER Knopf 


With the papers full of the shortage of rubber, crude, synthetic and scrap, 
this has a timely interest. The military, civilian and political relations to rubber 
are immense. The complications are so involved that no one set of facts and figures 
are acceptable. This book attempts to clear the atmosphere. It provides an interest- 
ing background on the whole question of rubber:- history, development, story of patents, 
manufacturing, ete. It analyzes the relation of crude to synthetic rubber and blames 
the government for the failure to accumulate a reserve of crude rubber and to facil- 
itate the production of synthetic rubber. The authors chide Thurman Arnold for his at- 
tack on oil and rubber manufacturers’ failure to produce synthetic rubber. They quote 
figures and statistics with assurance. It will be interesting to check this against 
the promised government survey. Gives some good ideas on how to conserve tires, etc. 

In spite of the national interest in the subject, this book fails to catch the interest, 
and we question its wide appeal. (6/15) $1.75 


Frierson, William C. THE ENGLISH NOVEL IN TRANSITION: 1885-1940 Univ. of Oklahoma 


A good survey, useful for lecturers, teachers, students of literature, with 
critiques of a good many individual books included in the text. Frierson is a profes- 
sor now at the University of Alabama and has here undertaken a classification of Eng- 
lish fiction from the late Victorians to the present. He has made an interesting 
breakdown of major and minor trends, influences etc. in this multiple period. The 
book does not rank with the more distinctive, more interpretative, more creative criti-~ 
cism of such men as Edmund Wilson, Joseph Krutch, Bernard De Voto, etc. but it does 
present a workable classification and clarification of a full literary span. The late 
Victorians (Trollope, Reade, Eliot), the infiltration of French naturalism which pro- 
duced the modern English novel, the Maupassant School, the Dickens reaction, Henry 
James and the Experimental Novel, lesser influences and styles leading through the 
World War, the post war reaction with sophisticates on one hand and embittered on the 
other. Even rapid reading caught some inaccuracies, but in the main it is a useful - 
rather than a valuable - reference book. $3.00 


Cuff, Samuel H. THE FACE OF THE WAR 1931-1942 Messner 


Of reference value solely; the chapters containing opinion seem already 
dated, for the author's assumptions have, in certain directions, been negated by the 
strides of history. The material had its roots in radio programs, but emerges as an 
outline survey of pre-current-war aggression, the steps by which the present war was 
launched, the march of events. The most interesting and novel part of the book is 
that in which he has brought together the reactions of various countries to each event, 
as Manchuria, Ethiopia, Rhineland, China, Austria, Czechoslovakia, Memel, Albania fell 
under the fascist axe. What a commentary on the blindness and stupidity of dipl@mats 
and politicians. Excellent maps closely tied to text by James McNaughton & Robert 
Bright. The factual material dates as of the end of February. $3.00 
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Strausz-Hupe, Robert GEOPOLITICS Putnam 


"Geopolitics" merely means the relationship between space and state. This 
book, in spite of the forbidding aspect of its title, is challenging and interesting 
reading, and a valuable study of the step by step process by which Nazi Germany built 
its basic philosophy of expansion. He shows, chronologically, how the philosophy de- 
veloped; he analyzes the extraordinarily complete library on the subject written, stud- 
ied and applied by the Nazi leaders (and tragically ignored by the diplomats of the 
democracies). He proves that always the Nazi philosophy dealt with world domination, 
not world cooperation. The books of Haushofer, founder of the School of Geopolitik, 
are German best sellers and form their blueprint of world conquest. He develops the 
application of geopolitics - and points out the future dangers. (6/19) $2. 75 


Collins, Clella Reeves ARMY WOMAN'S HANDBOOK Whittlesey 


This duplicates to some extent the content of the Pye & Shea The Army Wife . 
(Harper-1941), though this is wholly a businesslike handbook for the army wife, with 
social matters and procedure subordinated to two or three closing chapters. It is com- 
pletely factual, topically arranged, covering benefits, commercial and government in- 
surance, allotments, pensions, gratuities, disability and compensation, wills, taxes, 
property rights, deeds, procedure in event of death, army relief, communications with 
army officer, and etiquette of the post. There is more of the financial guidance and 


less of the social aspects in this book. (6/29) $1.25 
Yd 
REPRINTS POCKETBOOKS for JULY /* Each $.25 
Grey, Zane THE SPIRIT OF THE BORDER Van Loon, Hendrik Willem THE STORY OF MANKIND 
Biggers, Earl THE CHINESE PARROT Taylor, Edmond THE STRATEGY OF TERROR 


Wright, Lee--£d. POCKET MYSTERY READER 


PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES IN TITLE, DATE AND PRICE 


Page 
Appleton-Century : 
Hutchinson, Lt. Col. C.R.e- PERSONAL FINANCE AND MANAGEMENT FOR THE 
ARMY OFFICER - from 6/26 to 7/17 234 
Doubleday, Doran 
Davis, F.C.- DEEP LAY THE DEAD - from 7/10 to ?? 208 
Knight, Kathleen Moore- TERROR BY TWILIGHT- from 8/7 to 7/10 249 
Knopf 
Reston, James B.— PRELUDE TO VICTORY - from 6/1 to 6/23 256 
Lippincott ’ 
Rich, Louise D.- WE TOOK TO THE WOODS - from 7/26 to 11/? 194° 
Macmillan 
Havighurst, Walter- THE LONG SHIPS PASSING - from 6/9 to 6/30 169 
Macrae Smith 
Black, Dorothy- MY LOVE BELONGS TO ME — Price from $2.50 to $2.00 247 
Random House 
Cerf, Bennett A.- THREE FAMOUS SPY NOVELS - definite date 7/14 248 
Scribner 
Conrad, Brenda- CARIBBEAN CONSPIRACY - from 3/?? to 9/?? 53 


Note: The new type of monthly annotated calendar will appear in each first of the month 
bulletin. If late comers should be added in the middle of the month, these will be 
noted on this final page, in the bulletin of the 15th. Please let us know how you 
like this system and whether you are making practical use of the calendar on your bul~ 
letin boards, with your staff and with your customers. 
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JUVENILE SUPPLE Bie & FT No. 10 
FIRST STEPS IN READING - Story Books 
Waldeck, Jo Besse McElveen LITTLE LOST MONKEY Viking 


A little monkey named Winki, only ten inches high, a member of the Saki- 
winki tribe, is left all alone in the terrific jungle. He meets all sorts of strange 
creatures, including a Bushmaster, a sloth and lightning bugs and learns the lore of 
the forests. Ill'd. by Kurt Wiese. (Sept.) /é@ {3-7 $1.50 


“ ww 


FIRST STEPS IN READING - Fact Books 
WPA Pennsylvania Writers Project ELEMENTARY SCIENCE READERS Albert Whitman 
MOTION PICTURES RADIO TELEVISION 


These are the 25th, 26th and 27th volumes in this excellent series, which 
have all been done with great care as to vocabulary. The print is large though the 
books are small, so that they are easy to read. The presentation is simple though the 
subjects are obviously difficult. (Published) each $.50 


BOOKS TO READ ALOUD (6-9) 
Baker, Margaret TINKER TAILOR AND OTHER NONSENSE TALES Dodd, Mead 


Again the two English sisters have made a charming book, for this also has 
silhouette illustrations by Mary Baker. There are twelve tales here, good material 
for reading aloud, probably more for girls than for boys. (Publ.) $2.00 


MacLeod, Barbara CHILDREN'S TWILIGHT TALES Henry Harrison 


A volume of fairy tale poetry with unappealing format, stumbling rhythm, 
and little reason to appear in print. Drawings by John Morgan. (Published) $2.00 


Singh, R. Lal and Lownsbery, Eloise GIFT OF THE FOREST Longmans, Green 


Bim is a young boy growing up in Haripur, India, a small village for which 
his father is Jamadar, Collector of Taxes, for the neighboring Maharajah. The boy . 
yearns for the freedom of the forest, he has heard so much about it from his grand- 
father with whom he plays jungle games so that he lacks fear. On his birthday, he is 
allowed to enter the forest, where he finds his tiger cub that makes such a difference 
in the life of the villagers, who are fearful, superstitious and ignorant. The book 
shows up the world-over struggle between those that are rational and educated and those 
that will listen to hysterical ranting. A wonderful picture of Indian life. As this 
book is long and full of Eastern terms and quotations from sacred books, it would have 
to be read aloud and would probably be enjoyed by older children. (8/39) $2.00 


We Grw Vorgha 8 ae 


- 283 - 























June 15, 1942 Juvenile Books -284- 


Bianco, Margery BRIGHT MORNING Viking 
* Although this would be easy for girls to read to themselves, it has been 
placed in this section because it would be such fun for mothers to try it aloud. It 
has a nostalgic charm and is a perfect picture of life in a comfortable Victorian fam- 
ily who live in London. Chris and Emmie have a wonderful Nanny who takes them to the 
seashore, where they live in a boardinghouse, go bathing from old-fashioned machines 
and gather shells. When the children go home they find a baby sister has arrived. 
Nanny's metamorphosis into Miss Gateshead when traveling will delight adults. I1l'‘'d. 
by Margaret Platt. (Sept.) $1.50 


STORY BOOKS FOR THE 9-12's 
Balch, Glenn | INDIAN PAINT Crowell 
or A horse as well as an Indian story, this book will be enjoyed by boys. 
Little Falcon", a young Pinos, has his own pony from its birth, named "Shadow". He 


has terrific adventures because of it, including his first trip to a trading-post and 
a fight with a mountain lion. He learns self-sufficiency even faster than the ordin- 


ary Indian boy. Ill'd. by Nils Hogner. (Eawly Ball) Onr4got 2S ae 
(\ 

Barne, Kitty MAY I KEEP DOGS? ; Dodd, Mead 

* The author of Visitors from London received the Carnegie Medal of the Lib- 


rary Association of London in 1940. She has now done another book with all the ear- 
marks of popularity, which will be enjoyed by the same type of girl who loves the new 
Denison. Here you have the same combination of girl and dog, the writing has ease, 
charm and a good pace. The English father has to go off on a hush-hush job in Septem- 
ber, 1939, leaving three motherless children. The youngest of these, Thirza, finds 
herself with a thriving kennel business because she is so good at handling dogs. The 
older two also help keep the old estate going by putting the saw-mill to better use. 
Too bad that the illustrations by Arnrid Johnston are not better. (Publ.) $2.00 


Marshall, Dean THE LONG WHITE MONTH Dutton 


This appealing straight story of a little girl who goes from a too well 
regulated New York apartment to a Cabin in the Connecticut woods near Granby, will be 
fine for those about eight to eleven. An attractive volume with its jacket and illus- 
trations by Theresa Kalab, it will look well on Fall counters, as we all begin to think 
of snow again. The writing is good and the feeling for winter bird life is tops. 

(July 11) $2.00 


Martin, Fran KNUCKLES DOWN Harper 


A boy nicknamed Dinks arrives in Clearwater in Maryland to spend some 
months of the winter with his grandfather. As the father had once won an important 
marble championship all took it for granted that the kid was good too. Actually he 
had teen called Dinks because he was on the short side. He is accused of false mod- 
esty when he claims that he isn't very good at the game, so that he has to practise 
on the quiet when he is pushed into the big spring competition. Though skating, 
coasting, playing with a neighbors model engine, a school play, parties and fooling 
with stamps fill up most of his time, he does attain enough skill at marbles to do 
his family credit. A short book for boys, not too distinguished. I11'd by Dorothy 


McEntee. (PpeT.) f- 9 $1.50 
Bolton, Ivy RAEBURN UNAFRAID Longmans, Green 


The Raeburns are a grand old Scotch fahily many of whom have migrated to 
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the Kennebec, supported by their slogan "Ready is the Raeburn" and upheld by brave 
tales of the glorious deeds of their ancestors. After New Amsterdam became New York, 
coastal trading fell off, so when this story opens the mother and father of one of the 
branches are forced to take a trip to the West Indies to open up new markets. There- 
fore the heroine and her brothers and sisters move up to the Kennebec to stay with an 
elderly childless aunt and uncle. They,arrive at a time when there is widespread fear 
of Baron de Castine, whose wife is an Indian. The people know that they can fend for 
themselves if there is just a raid from the Penobscot, but if he gets help from Canada, 
they must call for aid. Later in this too long book, there is great trouble with the 
Massachusetts Puritans who want to extend their sway over Maine. I1ll‘'d. by William 
Merrett Berger. (September) 3© $2.00 ~~ 


Johnson; Siddie Joe NEW TOWN IN TEXAS Longmans, Green 


A very large family moves down through Indian Territory across the Red 
River in to Texas in search of better opportunities after the Civil War. The big guess 
for the settlers is to decide where the railroads are going and therefore where to set 
up in business. The father of this tribe opens a store in a rambling, gambling settle- 
ment which later becomes Denison City and far more respectable when the railroad comes 
through. The greatest regret of the young heroine is that she has been born too late 
for hair-raising adventure with Indians, though there are still plenty around. The 
great love of her life is Little Women, while her sister devours each new issue of 


Godeys. Story of character and background rather than incident. (8/26) $2700 
GMhtrv IVETGaAreT F a OAH ! Me" pie 

Waldeck, Theodore J. JAMBA, THE ELEPHANT Viking 

° Courage and patience are the two virtues most needed by the natives of 


the Belgian Congo who train and use elephants to procure that extraordinarily valuable 
product, ebony. Every few years the natives must have a round-up to get young to con- 
tinue the hauling. This story starts with one told from the point of view of bewild- 
ered creatures made frantic by the strange "Ooo-hee" which they hear from all sides. 
By far the most unmanageable is Jamba, a vicious beast who will only heed a young boy 
Bomi, for a great understanding arises between them. With infinite patience the youth 
trains the animal until he can take him with the others down into the swamps to drag 
out the precious wood. One surprising episode is that in which a pigmy tribe catch 
and eat an elephant. The author of On Safari tells a story well and certainly knows 
his material. Ill'd. by Kurt Wiese. (October) 10 | $2.00 


FOR THE 12-15 YEAR OLDS - Faction 
Gregg, Alan SKYWINNER MYSTERY Doubleday, Doran 


A thriller for boys, with plenty of excitement but no more literary merit 
than any of the late afternoon radio hair-raisers. This has the double selling appeal 
of planes and mystery, a fast seller no doubt and not harmful unless a boy devotes too 
much time to it. A quick reader can gulp this type of fare and go on to better stuff. 
This story is laid in the unusual sandy dunes of the California-Mexico border and in- 
cludes flying, patrols, picture-taking spies and all the usual melange of trickery, 
bravery, and fast thinking. I11'd. by Thomas Fogarty, Jr. (8/21) $1.75 


Skidmore, Hubert HILL LAWYER Doubleday, Doran 


The author of River Rising tells an exciting tale of a very young lawyer 
going out from Charleston, West Virginia, on one of our early trains with its swinging 
brass lantern, to try to bring justice into the hills. There is trouble a-plenty, for 
crooked men have lawlessly grabbed or meanly bought up coal and timber rights from the 
poor natives. There is shooting and fast riding and only one strong ally for the young 
barrister. The doctor, York Allen, is an admirable character who fights wickedness and 
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against superstition and gangster methods. As the sheriff is crooked too, it is a 
tough situation and a disgrace to the peace of our country. I11'd by Richard Bennett. 
(8/21) $2.00 











Lockwood, Myna FREE RIVER: A Story of Old New Orleans Dutton 





A rather complicated but exciting story, the central theme being the my- 
stery of Guita's birth. As the locale is New Orleans at the time of her great changes 
in ownership from Spain, to the France of Napoleon, to the United States of Jefferson, 
the history is involved but interesting and includes such colorful rogues as Aaron 
Burr, General Wilkinson and Lafitte. The author weaves in voodooism, slave uprisings 
and the fear of yellow fever and adds to them a Boston straight-lace, French planta- 
tion friends, Spanish duenas and a strange slave nurse. The period is fascinating 

and the book comes very close to being good. The author's story-telling is better 
than her illustrations. (6/25) $2.00 





























Allen, Merritt Parmelee THE GREEN COCKADE Longmans, Green 
wh Ethan Allen and his Green Mountain boys with their rough justice and fury 
over the land fights with the grasping Yorkers, find a new recruit in the young hero 
of this excellent yarn. Great tragedy comes to the lad in 1774 when his farm thirty 
miles from Bennington, is burned and his father murdered. When he learns that Allen 
is off to take Ticonderoga in the earliest stages of our fight for freedom, he joins 
him. That slip-shod and lucky campaign soon ends, but later the boy joins the larger 
army under Arnold, Schuyler and Dan Morgan at the Battle of Saratoga. There are two 
fine characters, - Peleg, the eternal swapper, and the Tory-born friend, who becomes 
6 a real American. I1ll'd. by Henry Gillette. (September) ‘36 $2.00 —— 


Carson, Julia SHADOW CATCHER Longmans, Green 


A girls' mystery story laid in the country not far from Washington. Budge 
and his fifteen-year old sister, Tenny, go off to spend the summer with an eighty-two 
year old erratic great-aunt in her beautiful old house. The plot revolves around a 
crook of a nurse house-keeper, who is quietly selling off all the best antiques; 2 
crank of a handy-man that the young call F.F. for Fine Feathers; a paying girl guest 
who turns out to be exceedingly rich; and a problem about property rights for a dam. 
The characters are good enough and the action fairly exciting but to an adult reader 
the denouement seems obvious. The title comes from the name of an old canal boat 
that the young fry fix up for themselves. Decorations by Theresa Kaleb. (Sept.) so 


$2.00 
Coblentz, Catherine Cate Tle FALCON OF ERIC THE RED Longmans, Green 
* Illustrated by Henry Pitz, this is a book of permanent value and particul- 


arly enjoyable if you relished the d'Aulaires Leif, the Lucky and are interested in 
the earliest American explorers. Jon is a young boy of unknown parentage, found wash- 
ed up on the coast of the Land of the White Falcons, Greenland. He is brought up and 
taught by Olaf, a great story-teller and falcon trainer. His particulat® job is to 
carve for a superb white gyr-—falcon who was taken as an eyass from her eyrie. There is 
a wonderful understanding between boy and bird and fortunately King Eric bestows the 
falcon upon her natural master. Norwegian traders arrive from the court of the re- 
cently deceased King Tryggvason. A short time after they depart, two stalwart boat- 
@ loads set off for Vineland including Jon and Olaf with his riddles. The descriptions 
of our shores, the problems of settling and the eventual trouble with the Skraellings 
or Indians are unusually able. The would-be colonists go back to Greenland and Jon 
lets his pet fly off with a tiercel. (8/19) $e. OF 
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Sherman, Edith Bishop FLYING BANNERS Longmans, Green 


The family moves from East Orange, New Jersey, to a run-down farm on the 
Des Moines River and Carol at first finds it difficult to cope with the new situations. 
The neighbors and High School classmates are kindness personified which makes things 
easier. The big treat comes in a trip to Des Moines to visit a friend of mother's and 
to go to the State Fair. At the time of the harvesters’ day on the farm, Carol is 
frantic until she receives welcome though unexpected help from her Girl Scout friend. 
She shows courage and patience when she is bed-ridden after a very serious fall which 
hurts her back. Carol develops steadily. (Fall) O@le(“an 7 $2.00 C_ 


Thompson, Mary Wolfe THE BLUEBERRY MUFFIN Longmans, Green 


A fairly interesting novel of a young girl, through with high-school, eager 
to go to college, but forced to make money quickly. She fortunately can help her Aunt 
start a tea-room and gift shop in Connecticut and learns all the ins and outs of the 
business. She earns enough to help:attain her ambition. Decorations by Erick Berry. 

(Sept. ) 30 $2.00 Le 


FOR THE 12-15 YEAR OLDS - Non-fiction 


Fenton, Carroll Lane MOUNTAINS Doubleday, Doran 
and Fenton, Mildred Adams 


. A grand job in giving us the history, flora and fauna, geology and even the 
feeling of our mountains. This book will hold plenty of fascinating information for 
rock collectors and should certainly be used as a guide for all mountain climbers of 

any age. The last chapter lists places to go in case you are impelled to hoof it ir- 
mediately. The majority of the material comes from the Rockies but there is plenty from 
the Hudsonian and Appalachian regions. [I11'd by photographs and drawings by the 
authors. (9/25) $2.50 


Carroll, Mary Tarver THE MAN WHO DARED TO CARE: Longmans, Green 
James Edward Oglethorbe 


* An excellent biography for this age =nd up. Oglethorpe was a wise English 
philanthropist, a champion of the oppressed; though springing from an aristocratic, 
wealthy family, he cast in his lot with the unfortunate. His mother was a great per- 
son, a believer in the Jacobite cause, who hoped that her son would fight for the cause. 
However, when he came to realize that it was hopeless and determined to help prisoners 
and fight the press-gang system, she always gave him moral support. Much later in life 
he received the same loyalty from his wife. Oglethorpe killed a man in a drunken mon- 
ent, this act brought him to and from then on he consecrated his life to others. He 
organized the settling of Georgia and went with his colonists, he never let them down. 
He took in Moravians, Jews, Italians and Scotch Highiancers. The Wesley brothers came 
with him and started the first Sunday School in America. His relations with the In- 
Ciaas were honorable and very friendly. To the fury of many, he outlawed slavery in 
the vclony and prohibited the sale of rum, although beer and wine were allowed. His 
necer worries came from the Spanish settlements in Flcrida and he had several unfcr.- 
tivate engagements with them. When he finally went hone for good he had many disccur- 
aging things happen to hin, but his greatest joy came in his association with Johnsou>. 
Goldsmith, Boswell anc other of the intelligent minds of England. He helped found t‘e 
B>itish Museum and watched the rise of George Washington with great interest. He died 
in 1785 at the age of 89 having done his utmost to help others in any way he could. 
This should be inspiring to all readers. Decorations by Fay Turpin. (Fall) $2.00 
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A CALENDAR OF NEW BOOKS FOR JULY 






FICTION 










HISTORICAL, REGIONAL AND PERIOD 





July 3- Myers, John Myers— QUT ON ANY LIMB (Dutton) $2.50 266 





July 8- Richards, Robert- I CAN LICK SEVEN (Little Brown) $2.50 206 
July 24- Terrell, John Upton- PLUME ROUGE (Viking) $2.75 268 





Hardy, W. G.- ALL THE TREMPETS SOUNDED (Coward McCann) $2.75 269 





ee 


CONTEMPORARY FICTION 



















July 9- MacInnes, Helen- ASSIGNMENT IN BRIFTANY (Little Brown) $2.50 203 
July 22- Young, Francis Brett- A MAN ABOUT THE HOUSE (Reynal & Hitchcock)$2.50 245 
July 23- Cozzens, James Gould- THE JUST AND THE UNJUST (Harcourt Brace) $2.50 289 

Wilgus, Asa- TAD POTTER (Duell, Sloan & Pearce) $2.50 268 
July 24- Macardle, Dorothy- THE UNINVITED (Doubleday, Doran) $2.50 246 


LIGHT FICTION 


July 28- Roberts, Cecil- ONE SMALL CANDLE (Macmillan) $2.50 266 
July ??- Bailey, Temple- THE PINK CAMELLIA (Houghton Mifflin) $2.00 206 
Steedman, Marguerite- BUT YOU'LL BE BACK (Houghton Mifflin) $2.50 266 


MYSTERIES - AND A WESTERN 


July 1- Bayne, Spencer- AGENT EXTRAORDINARY (Dutton) $2.50 267 
July 10- Knight, Kathleen M.- TERROR BY TWILIGHT (Doubleday, Doran) $2.00 249 
July 13- Venning, Michael-— THE MAN WHO SLEPT ALL DAY (Coward McCann) $2.00 271 
July 14- Cerf, Bennett A.- Ed.—- THREE FAMOUS SPY NOVELS (Random House) $1.98 248 
vuly 20- Wells, Anna Mary- A TALENT FOR MURDER (Knopf) $2.00 248 
July 21- Nye, Nelson- SALT RIVER RANNY (Macmillan) Western. $2.00 249 


NON - FICTION 


THE WAR - BACKGROUND AND EXPERIENCE 





July 7- Carr, Edward H.- CONDITIONS OF PEACE (Macmillan) $2.50 251 
July 8- Burman, Ben Lucien- MIRACLE ON THE CONGO (John Day) $1.75 273 
Condliffe, J. B.- AGENDA FOR A POST WAR WORLD (Norton) $2.50 277 
July 9- Price, Willard— JAPAN RIDES THE TIGER (John Day) $2.50 274 
July 18- Ziff, William B.-THE COMING BATTLE OF GERMANY (Duell, Sloan & Pearce) 
$2. 50 298 
July 20- Harcourt-Smith, Simon- FIRE IN THE PACIFIC (Knopf) $2.00 253 
July 22- Mowrer & Rajchman- GLOBAL WAR (Morrow) $1.00 






Davis, F. & Lindley, E.- HOW WAR CAME (Simon & Schuster) $2.50 298 









BIOGRAPHY 






Hays, Arthur G.- CITY LAWYER (Simon & Schuster) $3.00 213 
July 24- Van Loon, Hendrik Willem- VAN LOON'S LIVES (Simon & Schuster) $3.75 273 
July 29- Mears, Helen- YEAR OF THE WILD BOAR (Lippincott) $2.75 277 





Warner, Frances Lester- INNER SPRINGS (Houghton Mifflin) $2.00 253 





